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IMPACT OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION ON THE TRANSFORMATION
OF THE MEDIA OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

The author analyzes the present day media of the Republic of Bulgaria and studies the changes
they underwent during the period of preparation for accession and its membership in the European
Union. The author expresses the important role that the media played in the European integration
process, reflecting its impact on social and political life of the state. The democratization of the
society has contributed to a significant transformation of the media system and methods of its
management. Bulgaria was able to synchronize its media legislation with European norms and
standards, which led to a positive dynamics in the development of the media market, TV and
radio broadcasting in particular. Bulgaria’s EU integration led to positive transformation of the
media policy and media legislation improvement. The European integration process is currently
the main priority of Bulgarias foreign policy. The EU membership gave Bulgaria the opportunities
to develop democratic institutions, including the media system, which in turn allowed Bulgaria
to achieve greater internal stability. The Republic of Bulgaria has not yet reached the standards
of the European information policy in the field of ethnic issues, but after joining the EU there are

tangible positive changes in the improvement of this sphere.
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WPLYW INTEGRACJI EUROPEJSKIE) NA TRANSFORMACJE MEDIOW
REPUBLIKI BULGARII

Autorkapoddaje analizie wspéiczesne media Republiki Bulgarii i bada zmiany, jakie zaszly
w okresie przygotowan do akeesji i czlonkostwa w Unii Europejskicj. Autorka zwraca uwage na
wazna rolg, jaka media odegraly w procesic integracji europejskiej, odzwierciedlajac ich wplyw
na zycie spoleczne i polityczne panistwa. Demokratyzacja spoleczenstwa przyczynita si¢ do
istotnej transformacji systemu medialnego i metod zarzadzania nim. Bulgarii udalo si¢ zsyn-
chronizowa¢ swoje ustawodawstwo dotyczace mediéw z normami i standardami europejskimi,
co doprowadzito do pozytywnej dynamiki rozwoju rynku mediéw, w szczegélnosci telewizji
i radia. Integracja Bulgarii z UE doprowadzita do pozytywnej transformacii polityki medialnej
i poprawy ustawodawstwa medialnego. Proces integracji europejskicj jest obecnie gléwnym pri-
orytetem polityki zagranicznej Bulgarii. Cztonkostwo w Unii Europejskiej dalo Bulgarii mozli-

wosci rozwoju instytucji demokratycznych, w tym systemu medialnego, co z kolei pozwolilo
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temu krajowi osiagna¢ wigksza stabilno$¢ wewngtrzna. Republika Bulgarii nie osiagnela jeszcze
standardow europejskiej polityki informacyjnej w zakresie problematyki etnicznej, ale po we-
jsciu do UE nast¢puja wymierne pozytywne zmiany w tej sferze.

Slowa kluczowe: Republika Bulgarii, srodki masowego przekazu, integracja europejska, polityka

medialna i prawo dotyczace srodkdw masowego przekazu

TPAHCOOPMALIA MELIA PECTTYBJIIKU BOJITAPIA NIA BIJINBOM
€BPONEUCHKOI IHTETPALLII

Y crarri IPOAHAAI30BAHO CYJACHUI CTaH 32c06iB MaCOBOI iHpopmarii B Pecny6Aiui BOArapiﬂ
Ta 3MiHH, LIO BiA,6yAI/ICb y LM rasysi 3a mepioa ii MATOTOBKMTA YACHCTBA B €Bp0n€1?1Cb1<0My
Coo3i. ABTOp MAKpEcAIO€E, 1O 3aCO0M MacoBoi iHPOpMALLi BIAITPABAAU KAIOYOBY POAb Y
IPOLIECi €BPONEUCHKOL iHTErpauii, BiAo6pa>Ka}o‘m BCi COLAABHI IIPOLECH, 0COOAMBO BIIAUB
€BPOIICHCHKOI iHTErpanii Ha COLiAAbHE Ta IIOAITUYHE KUTTS KPATHHU. AeMOKpaTnsauiﬂ CYCITABCTBA
coprsiaa 3HayHiil Tpancdopmanii cuctemu 3MI Ta i MertoaiB ympasainms. Kpaina symiaa
CHHXPOHI3YBATH CBOE 3aKOHOAABCTBO 1po 3MI 3 €BpOIICICHKIMEI HOPMAMH Ta CTAHAAPTAMH,
IO CTBOPHAO TTIO3UTHBHY AMHAMIKY Y PO3BUTKY M€Aia-pPUHKY, 0cobAMBO Y CerMeHTi TeaeOadeHHs
Ta PaAIOMOBACHHSL. IHTCFpaHiﬂ BOArapﬁ AO €Bponc131cm<oro C0}03y AdAQ TIO3UTHBHUHM MOIITOBX
A0 TpaHcdopManii MeAia-[IOAITHKH Ta BAOCKOHAACHHs 3akoHoAaBcTBa 1moao ML Iporec
€BPOIICHCHKOI iHTErpallii Ha CbOTOAHI € OCHOBHUM IIPiOPUTETOM 30BHIIHbBOI MOAITHKH BOArapiI.
HPI/I€AH21HHFI 20 €C Hapano BOArapiI HOBi MOXKAUBOCTI AASI POSBUTKY ACMOKPATUYHUX iHCTUTYTiB,
BKAIOYat04H cuctemy 3MI, 1o y cBoto yepry A03BoArA0 Boarapii AocsrTi GiAbLIO BHY TPILIHBOL
crabiasHocTi. PB moku mie He Aocsiraa CTaHAAPTIB €EBPOICHCHKO] in)opMauiy“IHoI HOAITHKH Y ccl)cpi

CTHIYHMX ITUTAHb, aA€ micAst BeTyiry A0 €C € BiAdy THI [TOUTHBHI 3PYILEHHS B PO3BHTKY L€l cdpepu.

Kawuosi crosa: Pecnybaixa boaeapis, 3acobu macosoi ingopmayii, esponeiicoxa inmezpanis,

media-nosimuxa ma 3axonodascmso npo SMI

Integration processes play a big role in the policies of national states, especially in the mod-
ern conditions of increasing globalization and the development of the information society.
As such, we can consider the Republic of Bulgaria’s (RB) accession to the European Union as
entering a common information space, with the primary principles to be that of democratiza-
tion. However, with the development of globalization, individual countries, including the RB,
faced the issue of preserving their cultural and national identity. The integration process, on
the other hand, holds all the benefits of globalization but does not suppress the identity of the
nation states. To contrast the destructive consequences of globalization,the EU introduced an
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idea of conscious European identity, which forms new national and ethical guidelines and acts
as an integration force of society.

Bulgaria has always considered itself to be a part of European civilization culturally and
historically, and with the beginning of the democratic changes of 1990s — actively looked for
its place in the European space. Gradually, the process of European integration became the
main priority of its foreign policy activities. Therefore, the EU membership is a vital step to
democracy in the Bulgarian state, because the society believes it to be a warranty of stability,
international peace and protection of human rights. These tendencies are very important to
the RB as a part of the unstable Balkan region.

The EU accession has become a means for achieving national strategic goals. First of all,
it indicates a positive dynamics of the development of the RB as an independent democratic
state that takes its rightful place in the European politics. Second, it leads to economic growth
and, as a result, will improve thestandard of living of Bulgarian people. EU membership has
opened up new economic prospects for Bulgaria, thanks to access to European markets and
new technologies, and EU structural funds created substantialprerequisites for stimulating
the Bulgarian economy. All this has allowed Bulgaria to achieve greater internal stability and
provided opportunities for the development of democratic institutions, including the media.

The media play a key role in the process of European integration as they reflect all social pro-
cesses and influence the social and political life of the country. The democratization of Bulgarian
society has led to some serious transformations of the media system and methods of its manage-
ment'. We saw new media structures and their regulatory bodies emerging, while their functions
and nature have changed. Gradually, Bulgaria was able to synchronize its media legislation with
European norms and standards, which has created a positive dynamics ofthe media market de-
velopment, especially in the segment of TV and radio broadcasting (the Law on Radio and TV;
the Law on Radio Communication; the Law for Electronic Communications; the Law on Pub-
lic Radio Broadcasting; the Law for Copyright and Related Rights; Resolution No. 1 of the 4th
European Ministerial Conference on Mass Media Policy on the Future of Public Broadcasting).

Modern Bulgarian media operate based on Western experience mainly andact as commer-
cial enterprises®. However, specific political and economic situation in the country has a negative
impact on the editorial and financial independence of the media.

The media system in Bulgaria dates back several centuries and it has come a long way in
terms of development and establishment.In 1989 due to some radical political changes in the
society, the Bulgarian media system underwent major transformations — the very nature and
functions of the media changedThe process of preparations and accession of the Republic of

Bulgaria to the EU has overall had a positive impact on the media policy and media legislation

! Democratization in post-communist transition processes in the 1990s: Lights and shadows, Ed. by Anna Krasteva and Francesco

Privitera, Ravenna, Longo,Z()OG, P. 9.
PaitaeBa\., parapckara paano- 1 TeACBUBHOHHA CPEAA B THPCEHE Ha CBOSITA HACHTHYHOCT, Bbarapckara xyprasncrika 160 roassu.
Munano, Hacrosine, nepenexrusu, Codus, 2006, C. 57.

~
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of the state.Currently, one of the main priorities of the foreign policy of the RB is the process
of European integration and the media play the main role in it.

We can distinctly link the stages of formation of the Bulgarian media system to its national
history periods. The Bulgarian press emerges in the depths of the Ottoman Empire — and at first
its main objective was to preserve the Bulgarian identity, culture, language and religion.During
the Bulgarian Renaissance (1844-1877), the press played an important role in the national lib-
eration movement and served as a means of consolidation of the people. The media truly flour-
ished during this immensely important period of Bulgarian history — it was like an emergence
of a national code, an entry into the common spiritual and cultural space’. After the procla-
mation of independence, they had to search for new ways of development in the new state, and
disputes in the Bulgarian mediaenvironment did not contribute to the integration of society.

During the Communist regime, the Bulgarian media performed exclusively ideological func-
tions*. However, with the beginning of the democratization processes in the Republic of Bulgaria,
the social and political systems had started changing accordingly. This led to fundamental changes
in the media sector as well. It was the time that commercial media appeared in the country, which
dissociated themselves from the state and changed their course, looking for their audience. When
the euphoria from the democratic change subsided, Bulgaria was able to identify a number of prob-
lems that required immediate solution. The media sphere was in the need of legislative reforms
aimed at creating an effective system of media regulation and functioning of the media market.
So in 1998, the Law “On Radio and Television” was adopted to regulate the audiovisual media
sector. The law provided for the establishment of media regulatory bodies and the introduction
of mandarory licensing for all electronic media market participants (The Law on Radio and TV).

The process of the preparation and the accession to the EU played an important role for
the development of the Bulgarian media. During this time the Bulgarian law on mass media was
synchronized with the European norms and standards (Recommendation No.R(96)10 of the
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on the Independence Safeguards of Public
Media Broadcasting; Recommendation No. (2003)9 of the Committee of Ministers of the
Council of Europe on Measures to Promote Democratic and Social Opportunities of Digital
Broadcasting; Recommendation No. 1641 of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe “Public Broadcasting”)’.

[Manaitorop®., [Tpo6aemu Ha neprosusaumsiTa Ha ncropustra Ha Gbarapckara xypHaauctuxa (1844-1944), «Loaummnk sa CY «Cs.
Kanment Oxpuackirs, Paxyarer no sxyprasrcrika, Codus, 1979, 73 1, 1 xu, C. 173.

[Nanaiioro®.,«I Tevarsr>, Brarapus XX sex. Codust. 1999, C. 838; AeenirunaM., Mexay andapure u sakaunanmsta, T orasurapaust
MoAeA Ha Obarapekara KypHasnctuka 19561989 roanna, Codusi, YU «Ca. Kanmert Oxpuacki», 2008, C. 124.

Pesoatoumst N1 4-i1 EBporieiickoit KoHepeHLn MUHICTPOB 110 noauthke B 0baactn CMU o Gyayiiem 06111ecTBCHHOTO TeAcpasr-
osemanus, [Tpara, 1994, 7-8 acka6pst, URL: hetp://wwwipravoteka.ru/pst/1 03/51076.heml (accessed: 08.10.2019); Pexomenariust
N2(2003)9> Komurera mutucrpo Cosera EBporibt 0 Mepax 1o pasBUTHIO ACMOKPATHHYCCKHX H COLMAABHBIX BO3MOSKHOCTEH LIPOBOTO
emanust, URL: heep://docskodeks.ru/document/90199653 (accessed: 08.10.2019); Pexomenaaums N21641(2004) [apaamerrckoit
(Accambacn Cosera Esporst «O6mectsennoe semanues, URL: heep:/ /www.medialaw.ru/laws/ otherlaws/curopean/rec1641-2004.
hem.1 (accessed: 08.10.2019); Pexomenaaumst NYR(96)10 Komurera munncrpos CE 0 rapaHTHsX HE3aBHCHMOCTH OO1ECTBEHHDBIX
cpeacts Maccosoro semtanus, URL: heep:/ /www. medialaw.ru/laws/otherlaws/curopean/r96%29.hem (accessed: 08.10.2019).
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The program policy of the Bulgarian media has changed; the legal aspects of the func-
tioning of the media market and the provisions on media ownership have been transformed.
During the EU accession preparations, the main functions and tasks of public and commercial
mediagot regulated, as well as the principles of their financing and editorial policy, which, in
turn, stimulated competition in the media market®.

The Bulgarian media sector is very rich in quantity. The stratification of the media market
is reaching its highest — there are foreign investors and local players, tabloid formats and serious
journalism, political conjuncture and independent media. Gradually, the borders becween differ-
ent types of media are being erased, and new media empires are emerging to offer comprehensive
services. Since the EU membership has become a means to achieve national strategic goals, the
media play a significant role in this process. At the same time the media industry is extremely
difficultto regulate due to its dual nature. On the one hand, the media provide some type of
economical service, but on the other — one should not forget about the cultural characteristics
of the media. The media themselves and the product they produce are greatly responsible for
shaping the culture. Thus, they are directly related to the concept of public services.

The formation of the public media sector became an important step in the Bulgarian in-
tegration process. However,the vast majority of the state’s media arecurrently in the hands of
a few entreprencurs — and they have turned the media into a tool for achieving their political
goals. The press freedom rating, compiled by the organization “Reporters without borders”,
ranked Bulgaria last among all EU countries’.

The current situation in the RB shows a number of independent publications, that were
pioncers back in the day, holding their leadership positions (daily newspapers “24 Hours” and
“Labor”), and the heir of the Communist press (‘Duma’) almost falling into decline. Weekly
newspaper “Kapital” and its daily version — “Kapital Daily” are pretentious publications make
for educated readers interested in politics and economics. At the beginning of the 2000s, as in-
fluence of the Internet was growing, a significant number of online portals with news content
and a wide range of subscribers started to appear in Bulgaria (“News.bg” and “Dnevnik.bg”).
Blogs, on the contrary, gradually lost their popularity, as most bloggers would now use social
networks (e.g.Facebook) to write®.

Bulgaria TV channels that have the most influence arecowned by foreigners. For example,
private TV channel “bT'V” belongs to the concern of Central European Media Enterprises
(CME) which belongs to a billionaire from the USA, Ronald Lauder. TV channel’Nova”

OI‘HXHOBQHA, PCCPOPMR Ha MEAUMHOTO 3aKOHOAAQTCACTBO OT ACAHA TOYKA Ha l'lp()LlCCﬁ Ha HPI/IC'I)CAI/IHSIBQHC Ha BT)A]"QPI/UI KbM
EC, «fOpunamdecku csir»,2004, N 1, C. 141.

Boarapus: CMU — nucrpyment B pykax npeanpunumarescii n Gusnecmero, «Eurotopics», 2018, URL: hetps://www.eurotopics.
net/ ru/ 149403%D 0B2# (accessed: 04.10.2020).

$ BoarapckueCMM, URL: heep://bulgarian.name/kyltyra-i-iskysstvo-bolgarii/kyltyra-i-iskysstvo-bolgarii/bolgarskie-smiheml
(accessed: 04.10.2020).
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was previously a part of the Swedish media concern Modern Times Group, but in 2018 it was
bought by the PPF-Group owned by a Czech billionaire, P. Kellner’.

Thanks to the introduction of new entertainment formats, private national TV channels
were able to quickly beat the long-term monopoly of the state TV.However, a number of social
and legal TV channels such as BNT1, BNT2 and BNT HD continue to significantly influence
the formation of public opinion in the country. The national radio of Bulgaria and the private
radio station Darik Radio are the only nationwide radio stations, that are mostly broadcasting
unique content, notmusic'.

Based on the new Law “On Radio and Television”, the public media should get funding
from the independent fund “Radio and Television”, which collects the income from the sub-
scription feeThe government, however, considered this measure potentially unpopular, be-
causethe subscription fee would probably feel like additional tax burden for the people living
in a country with a low standard of living. Moreover, since Bulgarian public media compete
with big commercial companies in the advertising market, the quality of their content is lower
in comparison. Therefore, currently the media is funded from three sources: program quotas,
government subsidies and advertising revenue, which inevitably raises the question of their
political and financial independence.

As stated above, the concentration of media ownership and increasing investments in the
media market of the RB causeda growing competition between commercial media — which
led to a tendency tocommercializemedia content. This is when a hybrid media model is born,
introducing a new form of tautological audiovisual content.In modern conditions, “classic”
censorship has given way to property censorship, which has significantly limited the variety of
media content and formats. Another major drawback of the media system was a weak regula-
tory support for the transition to digital media distribution'".

Thus, the complete transition to digital technologies and digital dissemination of infor-
mation in Bulgaria was set to be finished in January, 2015, instead of the expected December,
2012. However, even now Bulgaria occupies one of the last places among the EU countries in
terms of using digital technologies. The report of the European Commission (EC) “On the
Progress of Digital Technologies in the Economy and Society”, indicated that Bulgaria takes
the second to last place in the EU in the use of digital technologies, the Nova TV reveals. So
far, the Republic of Bulgaria remains in the group of countries with “low digitalization"and only

in Romania the situation with the digital technologies is worse'>.

Boarapusi: CMV — nHCTpymeHT B pyKax npeanpuHmnmarcacii n Gustecmeros, «Eurotopics», 2018, URL: https:// www.curotopics.

net/ ru/ 149403%D 0B2# (accessed: 004.10.2020).

Boarapust: CMH — uHCTpymeHT B pyKax npeanpuHnMaTeacii n Gnstecmenos, «Eurotopics», 2018, URL: heeps:// www.curotopics.
net/ ru/ 149403%D 0B2# (accessed: 04.10.2020).

BoarapekueCMI,URL: hetp://bulgarian.name/kyleyra-i-iskysstvo-bolgarii/kyleyra-i-iskysstvo-bolgarii/bolgarskie-smi html (ac-
cessed: 04.10.2020).

Lu¢possic rextorornu B boarapun nprkusatores ¢ pyaom, 2016, URL: heep://bourgas.ru/cifrovye-texnologii-v-bolgarii-prizhivay-
utsya-s-trudom/ (accessed: 06.10.2020).
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The only direction that is seriously developing right now is communication. The RB is
currently at the level of developed EU countries in this aspect. 72% of families in Bulgaria have
access to high-speed broadband Internet (it is not always available in rural areas). However, Bul-
garia ranks last in the EU in terms of use of digital technologies for paying utility bills. Very low
percentage of Bulgarians use online banking or make purchases on the Internet — it is mostly
used for social networks. According to the EC, only 31% of Bulgarians have basic computer
skills. Moreover, 50% of Bulgarians have never used the Internet in their lives™.

An important event of recent years in Bulgaria was the fact that publishing group WAZand
the media conglomerate News Corporation departed from the Bulgarian media market. This
marked a new step in the development of the Bulgarian media, where liberal values of commu-
nication are primarily based on technological convenience, and not on marketing strategies'.

The new media content is video, online radio, TV broadcasting, animation, sound design
and text. Custom content also distinguishes new media from traditional media. New media are
open to interaction with readers and allow them to create and modify the content of messages®.

One of the necessary conditions for the European integration of the Republic of Bulgaria
was achieving harmony between the national minorities living on the territory of the state. The
information component of the media policy has played a significant role in this process. Racial
and religious stercotypes still exist in Bulgarian society, which creates serious spatial, labor and
educationgaps in relation to ethnic minoritiesThe EU accession process required the Bulgar-
ian government to conduct a comprehensive review of the state policy on ethnic and national
communities living in the RB and to take thorough measures to integrate and consolidate
them in the societyThe information component played a very important role in this process.

The media of national minorities and the media for national minorities received financial
support from the “Open society” Institute of the National Council for Ethnic and Demographic
Cooperation which caused a more positive trend in their development.Despite this, the mes-
sages that the media communicate to the ethnic communities are not yet effective enough due
to the lack of a tracking mechanism of their communication characteristics and feedback from
those minorities'®. Moreover, the media tend to manipulate their audiences in favor of certain
political interests. Bulgaria has not yet reached the European standards of the information policy
in the field of ethnic issues, but we can clearly track some positive changes in the development
of this sphere after joining the EU. The society has become more interested in the life of eth-
nic minorities living on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria and the public media sector

significantly impacted the integration process of ethnic communities.

B Ibid.

14 KaannkuuB A, I'epmanckuit Meanakanutaa Ha poike CMU Pecriybanki Boarapuy, Dackrpo. Hayd. xxypH. «Meanackorn,

2005,Bbm. 1,URL: heep://www.mediascope.ru/%D0%B3% (accessed: 12.09.2020).

5 Crosbie Vin, What is New Media?URL:http://rebuilding-media.corante.com/archives/2006/04/27/what_is_new_media.php
(accessed: 04.10.2020).

16" TomoBM., Brarapckara skypHaAHCTHKa H €BPOIIEH3ALMATA HA BB3POSKACHCKOTO HH obuiecto, «Public Affairs»,2009, URL: hetp://
journalistbg.wordpress.com/2009/05/30/ (accessed: 04.10.2020).
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The Bulgarian media act as acommunication channel that ensures the process of the Europe-
an integration. As a country with a totalitarian past, Bulgaria has often demonstrated a tendency
for the substitution of the social roles of themedia. In modern conditions, it is only possible to
form new social roles if there is a clear model of transition to a new political structure, which sets
adequate rulesfor the interaction between the media and the government'”. However, the lack of
astable democracy at the beginning of the 2010s caused the formation of pseudo-media networks.
And as a result, modern Bulgarian mediajust broadcasts significant events, but does not get into
their cause-and-effect relationshipsThere is no adequate understanding of the power of media
in the media environment itself. Following the parliamentary elections of 2017, a new trend of
mediatization of political life emerged in Bulgaria, which subsequently led to the politicization
of media content. There is a belief in the media community that the media only imitate admin-
istration of their functions, and their place and role have long been replaced by the ideology of
capital. Because of this, in 2018 there have been a number of serious initiatives in the field of
media legislation — related to their regulation, establishment of transparency of ownership and
the introduction of real restrictions on the concentration of media in the hands of one person'®.

The most significant transformations in the process of European integration took place in
the broadcasting sector of the Republic of Bulgaria” In the EU, electronic media is traditionally
considered a key element to the development of democracy. In the second half of the XX century
we see a rapid development of the audiovisual sector in the Western Europe. It was characterized by
growing globalization and commercialization of electronic media. Public and commercial broad-
casters emerged and an effective system of media regulation was created. European broadcasting
companies focus on the content in their information policy, which helps them to be original and
thus contribute to the development of media pluralism. Public television is an important element
of the European media system. It is bound to observe a number of social obligations to respect
and provide for democratic principles and preserve the cultural heritage of Europe.

During the processof accession to theEU, the nature of Bulgaria’s TV and radio broad-
casting has changed. The main transformations were related to program policy and media
regulation. A lot of new commercial companies have appeared in the electronic media market,
but this has not improved the quality of their content. New broadcasters cannot cope with
the competition from thelarge TV and radio companies — which creates the preconditions for
a monopoly on the media market™. There is a need for eftective regulation of the electronic

media sector. There have been some improvements in this direction, like the introduction of

7 MarsuctkoB. B., Tpchq)opmaum MeauitHOTO AaHamadTa boarapun B XXI Bexe,«Hayunbiit acnexr>, Ccpml: «TyMaHHTapHbIC
nayki1,2014, N 4, URL: heep://na-journal.ru/4-2014-gumanitarnye-nauki/494-transformacija-medijnogo-landshafta-bolgarii-v-xxi-
veke (accessed: 04.10.2020).

AnreaoBK,, Teacsusuonnara cpeaa: [Tpobaemu u perens, «Meann 1 obuiectsenn kommyHukatmmn»,2018, Ne1,URL: heep://me-
dia-journal. info/?p=item&aid= 17 (accessed: 04.10.2020).

Bulgaria. Freedom of the Press, URL: hetps://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-press/2016/bulgaria (accessed: 04.10.2020).

Tabax, magust 1 CMH. Mace-meana. Oanrapxu uayrsa nokynkamu, C. 54-55, URL:hetps://rsf.org/sites/default/files/ oligarques3-ru.
pdf (accessed: 04.10.2020).
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aprocedure for licensing of the broadcasting companies, which introduced two types of licenses
— policy license, which is issued by the Council of Electronic Media, and telecommunication
license, which is issued by the Commission on Regulation of Communications®. In theory,
this system was supposed to streamline the functioning of electronic media in Bulgaria, but
the licensing process had been blocked for almost four years because of the disputes between
regulators and the desire of the government to control the audiovisual sector.

There were some negative consequences of this situation as well — the new broadcasters were
forced to conduct professional activities on the basis of temporary permits, which caused many
confusion and conflicts with theestablished participants of the media market. The licensing pro-
cess was unblocked after the parliament approved the regulatory strategy for the development of
radio and television in Bulgaria. After making changes to the Law “On Radio and Television” and
the Law “On Electronic Communications’, a new regulatory framework was formed for licensing
radio and television programs intended for digital distribution. In accordance to the changes,
the Commission for Regulating Communications issues licenses to multiplex operators, and the
Electronic Media Council licenses programs developed for digital distribution on a competitive
basis. Public media receive digital broadcasting licenses automatically™.

The media legislation regulating the main functions and principles of professional activity
of the media play an important role in the context of the European integration of the Republic of
Bulgaria in generaland in life of the Bulgarian electronic media in particularThe state has managed
to successfully harmonize national legislation with the European information law. At the EU level,
the electronic media regulation is implemented with the Directive “Television without Borders”
and its newer restated version and the Directive “On Audiovisual Media Services”. Back in 2000,
amendments to the Law “On Radio and Television” were adopted, making the legislation of the
RB fully consistent with the requirements of the EU Directive “On Television without Borders”

At the same time, BulgarianParliament adopted a number of official documents aimed
tofurther develop the information society, including the “Strategy and National Program for
Development of Information Society” (1999), the “E-Government Strategy” (2002), Law “On
Electronic Signatures” (2001), the Law “On Personal Data Protection” (2002), etc. Currently
there are three primary laws that regulate the electronic media sector in Bulgaria — the Law
“On Radio and Television”, the Law “On Electronic Communications” and the Law “On Public

Broadcasting™.
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Atits modern stage of development, the Bulgarian media refers to the Western experience
and the cultural logic of postmodernism. However, said transformations in the Bulgarian
media system were carried out mechanically, and the Western cultural experience was simply
superimposed on top of an insufficiently developed economic basis. This has led to some
mixed results. The economy of late capitalism had not yet appeared in Bulgaria, so the Western
experience did not fully take roots and the Bulgarian media environment still remains quite
unstable and fragmentary.

Thus, we can draw certain conclusions as a result of the conducted study.
Starting with the period of preparation for the accession to the European Union, and during
its 12-yearmembership, the media of the Republic of Bulgariaexperienced positive impact of
the European integration which immensely supported its transformation process. The main
direction of development of the modern Bulgarian media is improving the sphere of media
ownership and the dynamics of media regulation.

If we talk about potential future influence on the media environment, the withdrawal of
the Bulgarian News Corporation from the market was a very important event, as well as selling
the National Radio and Television Systems Directorate. The formula for combining informa-
tion and entertainment content, introduced by the media conglomerates, caused a cutback in
publicist broadcasts and rational analysis — until a hybrid form of program elements, such as
format and content emerged. Hybrid television products have gained popularity, maintaining
a steady trend towards politicization of the media content.

During the European integration, Bulgaria’s media legislation has undergone serious
changes. It has been synchronized with European norms and standards, which created a pos-
itive dynamic of development in the media market, especially in the TV and radio broadcast
ing segment. Currently a new law on broadcasting is being drafted in Bulgaria, and it is based
on ensuring a balance between public and commercial media. Additionally, the Council of
Electronic Media has been reformed. Its new members declared the transparency of their
professional activity and that a civil control over their current work can be exercised, as well
as that the regulatory process should not become a victim of political and economic interests
in the conditions of active development of the media.

At the same time, we should note that the political processofthe Republic of Bulgaria is
rather media-mediated, but the media is not a determining factor in political life. They can
influence the political agenda, but not the political processes themselves. The borders between
informative and entertainment content are blurred, and the media culture is often reduced to
primitive consumption of media content.Despite the fact that Bulgarian politicians and the

media are closely linked, the general public isjusta bystander.
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